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BY BETSY GOLDMAN

The three Bs — Readimg,
(Winting and {4 )mthmetic — are
the staples of education. The apti-
twde of a child is based on how
well he or she does in these sub-
pects.

Greatly overlooked, especially
morw, are the arts — for it’s in this
ficld of education where students
who may not necessanly excel in

the core courses con find expres.
spon, blossom and be directed to
the futurs

But i1 has become harder {or
schools to offer art classes to all
students and schools have to
seqarch oul an programs on thear
CWTL

Here are some local arts pro-
grams in and out of schools in
the local area
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VENICE ARTS: IN NEIGHBORHOODS

YVensce Aris: In "'-;u;u__'hhu'-
hoods hr||1;_.:~. artisls I:-l_'r.'ll'.u;'r wilh
oI o _:,«.:-nlh-. whiise access
t the arts Ras been himased, 1o
murture their creativity, imagina-
tion and talent that help build
positive relationships and im-
prove their acaidemic perfor-
msance amd job readiness skills.

Two such participants ane sis-
ters Francesca Thomas, 15, and
Alex, 14, who have been

miterest bevel, the amount of e
I!h:_'_':.' wank 1o pul inko thes anad
théerr [tk FF |

Tov fum ot mewe abaoil Yenece
Ars, VeRice-«FTs. org

These nonprofit erganizations
arz able to exist for children be-
cause many people who ase mone
fortunate have contributed to
them. The need for financial and

with the program for two
wieirs, I hais made a big duf-
ference in their lives ina
sheort timee.

Francesca was shy at first
and tended to have a closed
mund. Now she is mone cne-
alrve andd |.',"|:'|!-|I.Irl.,"-. VilrdMis
wiays ol working with a
CIMETT

“In the past | wasn't ex-
[ wed 1o o bot o I‘l‘linl_' % she
S

Photography has browgh
out her personality. She has
already found her niche —
darkroom printing

Wenice Arts lead artist
loanme Kim has sorked
closely with Framcesca

“She was really imdepen-
dent about coming in and
printing on her own as
II:IIh.II = L] 'lIIIL' |_-|||_|_|d_" R
loanme. "1 taught her how o
process her own film and
shse became proficient at that.

“Then she started helping me
in the gallery and supporting the
photography programs in addi
tiom B0 hilm processimg amd pont-
mg.”

SELF PORTRAIT by pholographer
Francesca Thomas.

makerial resowrces is mever-cnd-
ing.

Hubbard of Venice Ams sees il
this way:

“What 1"m struck by is the
winoianl of llu.u:'u.::.' that 13 I‘.i.'int[

A yearly position in the Youoth
Arl Mentor program opened up
and Francesca was chosen to fill
i, The mentor is padd for work-
ing eight to ten hours o week.

“Bhe has been really amaring
and very responsible,” says
Joanne

Framcesca, along with Alex,
wene two of three |ow-1income
sludemts given scholarships to at-
tend the International Visual Ars
Program in Idyllwild this sum-
mer.

“I think these girls are more
energetic and passionate about
doing this creative kind of work
wilh pholography than most kids
I've seen.” savs Venice Ars cre-
ative director Jim Hubbard,
“They stand out in tenms of their

~® How the arts in Venice supplement ‘the three RS’

pumped into new housing and
rehab housing in this meighbor-
hood — we're talking hundreds
of millions of dollars,

“I've been thinking about the
fact that we've taken a couple of
Inps 1o Africa and seen how the
people live there,

"I think it would really be
neal if the neighborhood would
adopt the idea of helping people
that are here who have so little
and who need help from time 1o
time with resources.

“While people may not want
to help those in Africa, right here
in this very rich neighborhood it
wouldn't take much on every-
one’s part to chip inte a pot to
help other people who need help
in Our community,”

VENICE ARTS — From left are creative director Jim Hubbard,
youth program artists Francesca Thomas and Alex Thomas, and

lead artist Joanne Kim,
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