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FHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDEMCE: Vienice Arts ks embarking on The House s Small but the Welcome is Big.' The project seeks 1o tell the staory of HIV
through the many eyes of those affected. Photographers will wisit Maputo, Mozambique where they will train locals to use high-end cameras.

Telling the whole story

Venice Arts captures
the often unseen
story of HIV/AIDS

BY MELODY HANATANI

Cally Press Staff Writer

VEMICE ©One of the most telling ways 1o
learn of the tragedies of the HIV epidemic
might very well he Ihm-L'._gh the eyes of an
arphan affected by the deadly disease,

A group of photographers hope o cap-
ture the world of an HIV orphan, told
||‘|ﬁ!1'|.|.5|.'| the children themselves, a1 they

Samio Mesica Dailp neas

cmbark on a nearly one-maonth trek today to
Morambigque where more than half a mil
lion children have been lefi without parents
due 1o HIV.

['.|p|||ri:13 these storees are abaowt 10 phe'--
tographers affiliated with Venice Arts, a local
organization that provides programs in plao-
tography, film and digital arts for primarily
low- ingome -:.n._-\-ul;h. The team will mpend the
next few weeks m Maputo, Morambujue,
spending the first few days teaching 15 HIV
orphans how 1o use high-end digital cam-
eras before handing the equipment to the
kids to document their lives,

It's the second trip in 4 two-part series
documentary project called “The House s
Small but the Weilcome is Big. It's a project
through which Venice Ars tries to raise
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awarencss of HIV and AIDS through the
eves and words of the African people, Last
year, a leam of |1h|1t|1|;r.|;-]1crs. visited Cape
Town, South Africa, teaching 15 HIY and
AIDS afecied women how o use cameras
Sarmlar o thas pn'-jn'l!. the women then pro
ceeded 1o document their world, educating
the workd about the stigma of Bving with
AIDS and HIV

“The kind of conditeons of the mothers
we worked with were extremely poor,” said
Jim Hubbard, e creative director of Yenice
Arts. "Most live without running sater in
the shanty towns outside of Capetown,
Sourth Africa”

A photo exhibit — featuring works shot
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AFRICA BOUND: Yenlce Artx will tesch locals in Africa to use high-end cameras to record their experiences with HIV A0S,

Organization travels to Africa
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[oflowed the fiest trip, traveling to

along and spend time with them and they loved the oppoar-

EUnILy Lo ke pictures,”

The pr-:rin[ 11 a collaboration with the African
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10 venues worldwide. A smilar traveling exhibit will come
from the secomnd trip, as well as a book.

[hat was an anticipation of this project — 1o speak of
the reality and to get the images out there, especially to peo-
ple in the western world,” said Lynn Warshafsky, the execu-
tive director of YVenice Arts

[w of the affected wormen that participated m Lt year's
trip peally blossonsed im the program. Meal Baer, one of the
pro eot's founders -.|'\-.'-|'|--.'-ru| the wo women to aftend &
photegraphy schaol in Cape Town

I'he phedns frgm the first exhibar show the conditions of
the shanty towns, but gave a very positive perceplion of the
women & lives, shionw ing T huat .,I;--.|,'-|;-: all |'||;F|.J.|i1.|; oidds, heeir
spurats were high,

"They're very zealous aboul being happy and trying to
overlook some of the obstacles they have in life” Hubbard
sitadd, " They were o joyiul that a group like us would come

Millenniumn Foundation one of the Sponsors
UNICEE [t was developed after Morambique President
Armando Guebura Iwgnu Jdd:n:-.-.mg the issue af the
TS rl:.ming number of HIV amd AIDS orphans in the coun-
try, annoeuncing he wanted to seek soluwbons,

Many of the children in Africa whe are HIV and AIDS
nrg'-!url:.. are -.1'.-|:'_||1.|I|:.'|.'|I b sewciety even il thiey diy vk CAFFY
the straln themse lves,

Their surviving family members are wsually the irst ones
ter shun the children, sand Malena Ruth, the co-foender of
thie Afmcan Melbennium Foundation.

CHten tmes, the oldest orphan will raise their other sib-
lirgs, she saind.

“[The project} gives a platform o these kids to tell socie
ty they are not different from anvone else” Ruth said.
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